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rey WITCHCRAFT REVIEW 


Groat Welcome for “Pentagram” 


FRRESPONSE f from those to whom the 

first issue of Pentagrast was sem has 
been enthusiastic and a great encourage- 
ment to those responsible for its produc- 
tion. Recommendation by werd of 
mouth and other incidental publiciry 
have ensured @ sicady stream of inquiries 
and subsequent subscriptions. 


BP a : oh, Fay ie 


es ee 
a 


& COTTUS HE ndlene writes 1 gay that 
from studying nevspeper cuctings cover- 
ing the past few vears it would seem 
“ that the entire world of English Witch- 
craft is made up of a limited number 
of persons, whom one might term as Dr, 
Gardner's discoveries. Some eipit ladies 
and three te four men, This happy band 
tim up time and time again. Now as 
a number af 

aot groups, dui te apart from the lirtle 
group in which 2b am interested, whoa 
practice various forms of Mazgic and 
Witchcraft. Now why does the Press 
make no mention of them ...? All I 
can say for the Believers in Witchcraft, 
is that it is high time that steps were 
taken to alter (the existing) public 
image. For it docs no good at all to 
anyone, and I think that you know it in 
your heart.” 

Part of the purpose of Pentagram is 


Fiery . 


Precisely 50 s: scribers and their 
friends attended oc first Penragram 
dinner in Londen un October 3, details 
of which were sent cut te all who indi- 
cated an interest in the project. Those 

resent to Kear Mrs. Doreen Valiente's 
interesting talk came from as far afield 
as Derby, Wolverhampton and Harwich. 


Grave before dinner was a translation 
of a 12th-century document of unknown 
origin: 


Answer us, O Ancient Norned One. 
Provender and Power are Thine. 
Hear and answer, Gractows Goddess, 
Grant us laughter, wit, and eine. 

Descend on us, O Thou of blessings, 
Come among us, make us glad. 

Since Thou art Chief of our Creation, 
Why, O why, should we be sad? 

Beam on us, O joyous Bacchus, 
Banish heavy-hesrted hate. 


et a 


Pentagram intends to develop as an 
widependent newsletter and = pencral 
forum for the exchange of news and 


views. It can fulfil the great need for 
a regular source of information for the 
thousands who are interested in any 
uspect of Witchcraft studies. 
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to provide the means o F obtainin : “more 
renlistic uppreciaiien of the overall situa- 
tion. Members of several hereditary 


covens have stented their willimeness to 
provide maternal about their traditional 
belicis and practices—but not yet. They 
deny that W sar is “a simole reli- 
gion for simple folk "—a populnr belief 
—and maintain that it is a complicucd 
and alleerbracing way of fife roa hig 
study, det termin auien sa rare attitude 
of mind and discipline of rpirit. 

There ore other newspa pers besides the 
News of tae World and there ere other 
authors than Dennis Wheatley. A num- 
ber of perfectly responsible researchers, 
writers and authors could help to change 
the image of Witchcraft but obviously 
ean only do so as a result of their own 
findings. If the only people they are 
able to trace tell them one view, that will 
be the view which is published. 


AT “PENTSAGRARI” DITINGh 


Accept our Craft, O Greatest Mother, 
Let cheerful brightne: %e owr fate. 
50 MAY IT ' ‘ 


Her friendly charm quickly enc cored 
Airs. Valiente to her auchence, and the 
following is an cxtract ! KY Sspecen: 


Friends, fire! of all r L thank yeu 
for the horcur you have done me in 
choosing me as your speaker, on what 
ay well bs an huisteric first oécasion— 
the first gathering organised by Penta- 
grom., 

It is, I feel sure. significant that ic is 
just thirteen yoars—the witches’ mystic 
thirteen—since the last of the old Witch- 
craft Acts was taken off the Statute 
Book, in 1951. Before that time, our 
assembly tonight might have been illegal; 
and if we had held it in the 17th century 
it would have been a hanging matter, 

People are no longer hanged for 


Witchcraft, although we still have with 

















TWO SHILLINGS 


us some self-appointed Witchfndders 
General. More and more the old Craft 
of the Wise is gaining recognition a8 a 
genuine tradition of nature-wors)y'9 nc 
mesic, deserving of its tithe “Th: Ol! 
Religion ”. 

One of the important aspects of the 
Craft of the Wise, er the traciien ol 
White Witchcraft es it is commonly 
called, is that it is x Aissh tepcition 
Indsed, it exists sil over’ vestem Lacy; 


* 
and it has been 1 by emierents iq 
mes Past to nee mh Austin ond 
New 2ty lari, 

Ir seems to be part of the irittuh 


aie 


neiional cheracter to be eh satel 
modest about thar which is our owr. If 
anything like the great open-air temples 
of Stonehenve and Avebury, for inttence, 
existed somewhere jn the East, or in 
Egy pt they would he objects of von. et 
to pilerims from this cowry. The 
weild be regarded as clear evideace of 
the CIs tihice of Hi Pea ritentie traction 
hut becaure Fothoe tat 
in our own isu. ¢ thoy hove for i> iat 
been dismissed by Eritons as mere relics 
of a barbarous past. 

The ancient history ef Britain was not 
as barbarous as all that. The pager tra- 
ditions of our native !and are somthing 
to be proud of, and something which is 
well worth investigucing, 

Do nor let ug dismiss our ancestors 
to’ easily as simple people, beeatee tev 
di not have 20th-century civiliecticn, 
A member of the Sangha, a Buddhist 
munk of today, may be a very vis Eapie 
man, in that he docs nor own a Cedille 
or a washing seachi ine or a television Ft. 
In fact, all be dos; own in this world js 
three cotton robes, a razor,.a bir cine 
howl, a pair of paneials, _ eee ‘ 


Pope 


urdrelis and a iew otrer suall 4 

Yeu his mind nny be hie Ay eras M1. 
physical idcas wi are quite teyore 
the compreiension of the owners of 


Cadillacs and warhlne machines. 

And so it was with the pricsts and 
priestesses of the Old Reticion which has 
come down to us from oiacient time? as 
Wicherait. It is something which is at 
once simple and profound. 

“Tt is a maxim in magic that all rhe 
gods are one God, and all the goddesses 
are one Goddess, and there is one 


Initiator.” With this saying of Dion 
Fortune’s in mind, will consider 
(continued over‘saf) 
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“Pentagram” Dinner (continued) 


briefly what has come down to us of the 
“-aditional belicfs of the witch religion, 

Most people bere tonight will know 
that our cult-groups are called covens; 
but it is a popular misconception that a 
coven must consist of thirtcen people. 
Ir can be of any number up to thirteen; 
but when the ideal number of thiriesn 
is reached, those over that number branch 
off and form a new coven. 

The number thirteen is connected with 
the Moon Goddess, because there are 
thirteen lunar months in the year. The 
Moon Goddess is the personilication of 
Nature as the Great Mother; and as 
such, she is the most ancient of pod- 
desses; and her warship gocs back to the 
beginnimes of mans life on eurth. The 
oldest religious objects ever found: dic 
starneties of the Miotker (odidess: and I 
think people have a deep need We ress 


nise and worebip the feminine gide cl 
Deity, which orthodox religion a6 foiicd 
to satisfy, 


The four Greater Sabbats of the witch 
faith also go back beyond recorded his- 
tory. One of them, Hallowe'en, will 
soon be with us. It is the time when we 
remember in particular those who have 
passed before us through the Gates of 
the Hevond; and we greet them, not in 
fear or in mourning. bac in friendship. 
This is the oriein of the triditioas of 
Hallowe'en; and each quarter we cele- 
brate one of the Greater Sabbats, the 
other three of which are Candlcmas, 
May Eve and Lammas. Candlemas is the 
time of the first signs of spring; May 
Eve is the beginning of summer; and 
Lammas is the time of harvest. 


The needs of today 


What witches seck for in celebrating 
these seasonal rituals is a sense of one- 
ness with Nature, and the exhilarar’on 
which comes from contact with the |: 
Universal Life. People today need i 
because they are conscious of the t.0- 
dency of modern tiie to cur tem ult 
from their kinship with the world of 
living nature; wnril their own incu- 
viduality is smocived and processeu 
away, and they begin to feel us if they 
are just another cog in a huge, senseless 
mac ‘tine. 

It is the reaction against this fecling 
which is attracting people's interest in 
Witchcraft today, They want to get 
back to Nature, and be human beings 
again, as she intended them ww be. 

Witches do not go about trying to con- 
vert people; but we keep the lamp of the 
Old Religion burning, for those who 
wish to see by its light. 

Most people here will know, too, that 
witches worship the ancient pagan deity 
we call the Horned God; and that for 
this reason they were accused of wor- 
shipping the devil. “This would be rather 


i 


difficult—for the witches I know, at any 
rate—because I have yet to find one of 
them who believes in the devil, in that 
SCTInE, 

The Horned God of the witches is 
perhaps mast easily conceived to us 95 
being ratker like Pan, who was indeed 
the puatfoor pod of the witches of 
Thessaly. We heve had some learned 
pentiemen recently telling us that Vich- 
craft is a post-Christian invention of the 
Middle Ages. I don't know how these 
rood folk account for the existence of 
the witch-cult of Thessaly, in Ancient 
Greece, long berore Cliristiamity wis ever 
heard of; but 1 have ne doubt they could 
account to their own satisfaction for 
wlmase anything, if they talked long 
enough? 

However, 1 think we should recognice 
that Witcheraft ns we bave it toilsy 15 
the synthesis of the tradiiions of mony 
centuries. And it is stili a living aad 
evelving tradition, and capocle of yst 
fucther evolution as the human race itself 
evolves. 

Gur «vorshio of the Horned God and 
of the Moon Goddess may well be on a 
more spiritual level today than it was 
in centuries past. In the past, the cult 
needed ro work for material fertilicy, 
because without it the people faced star- 
vation, Today, we can take a brouder 
conception of the wich cult a5 a cult 
of fertilicy, We con work fer fertility 
of the mind, and fertilicy of tin soul. 


Fertility of the earth 


And is this not what people today 
desperately need, with the forces of de- 
maturing materialism on the one hand, 
and of an orthodox religion which cun 
no longer satisiy them on the other? 

At the same time, when we recollect 
the hungry millions of the world, I think 
we should also sometimes invoke the 
Ancient Powers with one of the moose 
ancient of all prayers, for the fertility of 
the earth, that there should be less people 
hunery in the world. This is regularly 
done at Witchcraft meei-gs in Sussex, 
where I come from, and I hope that 
perhaps other covens may {cel inclined 
to do this alsa, 

Fertility is on: another way ©: c¢x- 
pressing the forces of Life itself: ana ie 
iden that the spirit of Life is divine is 
suutething that is common to all religions, 

Witches are humble enough to recog- 
nise that Divinity, the source of all life, 
is necessarily bevond human compreken- 
sion, Contact with Divinity is what the 
mystic experiences; but when we start 
trying to define and dogmatise, we merely 
reveal our human limitations. 

So we recognise that we, being human 
and limited, need images in order to 
bring Divinity nearer to our perception. 
‘The Horned God and the Moon Goddess 
are magical images, in this scase; and 
they are probably the eldest in the world, 
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the most anciently established in the 
Collective Unconscious of hunsanity, the 
ereat Treasure House cf tmages. ‘The 
Horned God represents the masculine 
aspect of Divinity, and the Moon Gor- 
dess the feminine aspect. 

True Relicicn and true Magic are not 
opposed wo each other, but compic- 
mentary. Both depend upon the contact 
and inter-penctration of the material 
world and the Unseen. 


Cone of power 


There is still a great deal to leara 
about the actual techniques ured by 
witches, in the psychic and magical siaz 
of the cult, For instance, witches have for 
many years becn speokine of “ Phe Cane 
of Power”. It has only been in recent 
times that this aurig enianation las been 
studied and demonstrated, by Jin T, G, 
Lethbrides ia his boot “ Ghost and 
Divia? Bed", and he lies shewn it to 
be exo Wwalat EbS Ms ir was 
—an invicible but denionsirable che of 
force surrousding living beings.aac even 
inaniroute objects. 

The practice of scrying, or erystal- 
gazing, as it is often catied, is a very 
interesting branch of witch ranguc. 
Actwlly, all sorts of different things 
were updeare weed by witches as foryin? 
instruments, sud maay of tiem can be 
cen ts rhe two Witely raft Afuseors 
ar | ptown, Isle of Alan, cud Bowrien- 
on-ag-Warer in Gloucestershire, T 


tices earl 
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means of obtaining visions brings ys uo 
the mysterious realm of préecogniton, or 
foresecing events before they happen. 
have experienced this myself in a witches’ 
circle, so 1 know that it can take place: 
and I hope others will experiment. 
Psychic healing is something else that 
witehes have traditionally practised; and 
potas the people cf olden times knew 
ar more about it than we do teday, Th 
is often referred to as “faith healing”; 
bur 1 don’t believe that beloneing to a 
particular religious faith has avething vw 
do within J have heurd of healing bring 
performed successiully by «Afn.an witca- 
doctors, British witches, and KRahunas of 
the South Sea Islands, as well as people 
of more orthodox reli (fons. 
The eld white witch practice of charm- 
ire warts is veally a ie om of psychte 
img; and even docte: juve to dum 
tha: it works, though they don't know 
Marearet Murray drew the distinction 
between what she called Operstive 
Witchcraft, the use of charms and spells, 
the practice of magic; and Ritual Witch- 
craft, which is the relicious beliefs and 
rituals of the Old Religion, While not 
serecine myself with all of Margaret 
Murray's conclusions, I think we should 
pay tribute to her for her great contribu- 
tion to the serious study of Witchcraft 
as the remains of pagan religion, She 


was an original thinker and researcher, 
sh is more than can be said for most 
ner critics. } ‘ 

1 think we should pay tribute tonight 
also to the late Dr. Gerald Gardner, for 
the great contribution he made to the 
renewal of interest in the survival of the 


ot Graft of the Wise. I do nov by any 
means agree with all that Gerald Gardner 
said or did; but I recognise his great 
qualities of heart and mind, as did all 
eho knew him. He was a personality 
and a character, and we shall remteniber 
him with affection. 

The name of Gerald Gardner is so 
much associated with Witcheraft in the 
present day, that he has even been paid 
the back-handed compliment of havma 
the alleeaiion made thar he invented itt 
I think I need onty say in this connection 
that if peerte will believe thet, they will 
helieve anys. 


: 
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traditions from covens wlich have-never 
been in any way connected with Gerad 
Gardner, In fact, it is becoming in- 
creasingly clear that the old Craft has 
survived in fragments al! over the Rritish 
Isles. Naturally, these different grows, 
which have lost touch with each other 
over the centuries of persecution, have to 
_a certain ¢xtent prown apart. Hach has 
own version of the tradition, in its 
wWTk SWOT and bic fils Fe earG {dens 
of practice and ritual. It is proving a 
tremendously. exciting project, t com- 
pare these different fragments of tracti- 
tion, and see wherein they complement 
each other, and wherein they differ. 

I feel that the proposed Witchcraft 
Research Association could do something 
really important and worth while in this 
work, fur the future of occultism in 
Britain. What we need now, more than 
anything, is for people of spiritual vision 
to combine tomether—not that all may 
think alike, by any means; but that 
people of different ideas may be more 
tolerant, one of another, than they have 
always been in the past 

You know, if only peopie in the occult 
world devoted as much ume and energy 
to positive, constiverive work as they do 
to denouncing and denigrating each 
other, their spiritual contribution two the 
world would be enormous! 

I feel that we have a right to say this, 
because witches have sulfered centuries 
of intolerance and denigration. It says 
a good deal for the strength of our Inner 
a contacts that we have survived at 


I think we have earned the right to 
proclaim the old teaching of tolerance 
and freedom, and mutual respect, which 
is contained in the saying called the 
Wiccan Rede. “ Wiccan” is the Anglo- 
Saxon plural of “ wicce"; and “ Rede" 
means counsel or teaching: 

Eight wards the Wiccan Rede ful fil: 
An’ it harm none, do what ye wll. 
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and it could make the world a much 
happier place. 

The best answer to attacks upon 
Witcheraft is for all of us, whatever 
branch of the Croft we belong to, 1 
stand together, to be united in & common 
constructive purpose, We do not all 
have the same way of doing things; but 
then, covens never did. ‘The old idea 
was that each coven was self-governing, 
within a broad unity of tradition. The 
leaders of the different covens kept in 
touch, as far as they could, and helped 
each other, No one tricd Ww seize power, 
and cach respected the other's ideas, 
when they were sincerely held. This is 
the ruc old Graft wadition, 

We have heard a tor about so-called 
enlits in the Crafe. Well, we have cer- 
tainly had differences of opinion, lixe any 
other live bedy of people; and we shail 
be remarkably lucky if we never have 
any more! 

Bur 1 bope this gathering temigne will 
aerec with me, wien I say thar tie things 
which unite us are very mca bigger and 
more important than the things which 
divide us; and that our brotherhood in 
the Craft tacans far more to us than any 

nal differences, If we can realise 
that, and take it into our hearts, then 
there wen't be any splits in the Craft 
that matter a down! 

And if that message can go out from 
this meeting tonight, then may the dless- 
ing of the Ancient Ones indeed be with 
us, 60 that we may end with the Craft's 
traditional greeting —“ Merry mect, 
merry part”. 


AUTHOR'S QUERY 
Miss Justine C. Glass writes to 
Pentagram as follows : 


“I have been asked to write a book 
on Witcheraft as it is today by a 
well-known publisher. The purpose of 
this letter is to ask for the help of those 
in the Craft who might Use to co- 
operate in what could he vsiled a «cp 
towards its ‘ rehabilitation’ in the public 
mind, By help, | mean the giving of 
any information possible without viela- 
tion Of ils codes, 

“Witchcraft claims to be the old 
relition. amd that is one of the aspeces 
with which I want to deal. Today 
orthodox religion has Hue or nothing to 
give, which may be a reason for the 
general ‘dis-ease’ of our umes. What 
does Witchcraft offer? Has it an answer 
to human problenis—or to some of 
them? Can it open the way to fuller 
experience and a sense of purpose? 
These are some of the questions which 
could be a basis for objective considera- 
tion of the place of the Craft in the 
world today, There is growing, intelli- 
gent interest in things spiritual—or 
perhaps one should say supra-physical— 
and sn urgent inquiry into their nature. 
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Witchcraft it is time that this inquiry 
was answered in a constructive way, 
without either superstitious nonsense or 
on a basis of equally ignerant disbelief. 
“T know as much abour the hack- 
ground of Witchcraft as one can discover 
from the usual sources—such as Dr. 
Margaret Murray’s books. I have studied 
exira-sensury perception for some veurs. 
and written ubout it in the column which 
I had on the Daily Sketch (where I re- 
viewed some of Professor J. P. Rhine's 
books}, and in Prediction, and Tam a 
member of the Huna Kesearch Associa- 
tion. But what I want to do 13 to pre- 
sent an acceptable picture of the living 
tradition of Witcheraft, which I cannot 
du without the co-operation of members 
of the Craft. I need not say that E would 
be deeply grateful for such co-upernsion 
and that no naires or clus; as ta the 
source of information weld be ei 
Where possible t would he in srrange a 
personal meeting. Letters should Se ag- 
dressed to me ofa Pemograr,” 


—Justine C. GLASS. 
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THE WORLD OF THE WITCHES : 
Julio Caro Barsja (Weidenfeld & 
icalson, 365,). 


This latest addition w 'e publishers’ 
“ Narure of Human Society Series” con- 
tinues their aim to produce important 
original works of social Anthropology, 
Sociology and Social Thovght and to 
present the ideas of contemporary social 
scientists to the non-specialist public. 

The author, a member of rhe Spanish 
Academy of History, deals (orgely with 
the Basque country but also ranges over 
other parts of Europe in his scholarly 
survey. The social, psychological and 
political aspects of Witchcraft are 
covered in a new and thoroughly fascina- 
ling menner which will ensure a lasting 
demand for this important book. 

An introductory chapter enciled “A 
primary conecption of the nature of the 
world and of evistence " adequately sets 
the staze for the generat reader wah a 
useful ten pages descrilsing early attitudes 
to sky, sun, meon-and earth; the moon 
and its sphere of influence; muzical 
thought; the conception of man and tie 
world. 

Many reporis of Continental witch- 
triais are included, and consideration is 
given to subjects such as the Devil's part, 
possession, Witchcraft in art and litera- 
ture, modern views and interpretations. 
Eighteen illustrations on art paper are 
included. 

Your local bookshop should be able to 
obrain the book for you or, as a service 
to readers, it can be ordered through 
Pentagram (which will arrange for copies 
to be sent direct from the publishers) 


L_rhink von wiil_aeree that_as regards at 37s. post paid, 


~wolved for the Mysteries. 


‘described it, “ Wisdom ”. 


tf TODAY 


Robert Cochrane, decendant of an hereditary Witch family, 


suggests that radical rethinking is necessary for the crajt 


to assume its rightful place in modern society 


Witchcraft, according to those who are 
modern witches, is the Craft of the Wise. 
A simple pagan belict, full of old: tadi- 
tions which are appealing, simple Virtues, 
and--if we are to believe their detractors 
—enme ancient vices. According to 
Farther information it is a traditional 
religion based upor aac! cedingly sini 
plified concept of the works ol Nature. 
It is by inferetice irom thelr Tituitls ts 
reported, an atrermot to bribe Nature hy 
various achions ata belicis amie a nrtic~ 
able state, 90 iat Ar | 
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according te the needs of the coven, abe 


what the coven believes 10 be poud for 
society in general, rather than Nature 
carrying on in her own sweet way. 

we are to believe various interviews car- 
ried our by television and newspapers, 
this has an effect not upon Nature but 
upon the witch, since there is a report 


_~t a witch who claimed uri she believed 


eun tvould rot rise again if she cid 
wot undertake ber niiuais, 

The interesting facet to be raed trom 
such blazes of publicity is thar it would 
appear the Crait has rapidly become an 
escape hatch for all those who wish to 
return to a mere simple form of life and 
escape from the ever-increasing burden 
of contenvporary sociery, In many cases 
the Craft has become a funkhole, in 
which those who have not been successful 
in solving various personal problems 
hide, while the storm of technology, 
H-bombs, and all the other goodies of 
civilisation pass by harmilessly overhead, 

Modern Witcheraft could be described 
as-an attempt by twenticrh-century man 
to deny the responsibiliics 01 une 
twenticth century. It is a Secure and 
naive belicf that Nature is always good 
and kind. It-is also a belicl, or so 1 
would appear, that if you personally ctn 
go backwards in the evolution of thous. 
then perhaps the rest of the world might 
follow suit. Good cnoush, the Craft is 
all things to all men, if it is a sitnple 
pantheistic belief 10 those who think it 
so, so it has become, since the Miysterics 
were evolved for all men, and Man was 
Which of 
ecessity leads one to ask what the 
Mysteries are. 

All mystical thought is based upon one 
major premise : the realisation of truth 
as opposed to illusion. The student of 


the Mysteries is essentially scarcher 


after truth, or a3 the ancient traditions 
Magic is only 
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a by-product of the search for truth, and 
holds an inferior position to truth. 
Manic, that is the development of total 
will, isa product of the Soul in its search 
for ultimate knowledge. It is an alver- 
thought upon a much larger issue, the 
ability ta use a force that has been per- 
ceived while scorching for a more im- 
pertant aim within the self. Ne cenuine 


egoteric trath can be written dewn or put 
within. an intellectucl framework of 
thuneht: “Lhe teorhs invalyed ore io be 
participated in cls mprchynsian of 
rhe soul, “Lruui ci this ateree is fot 


subject to empirical thought and is only 
apparent to the eye of the beholder, anc 
to those who have followed a similar path 
of perception. Throughout the history of 
humanity there have been myths, schools 
of wisdom and teachers who have shown 
a way to attain a working knowledye of 
esoteric thourht and philosophy by using 
inference rather than direct method to 
teach the scerouches to costme truth 
"The secre-) of these Masters has nothing 
io do with protecting the Mysicries, since 
all that can be said about the Mysteries 
has already been written into folkiore, 
myth and legend. What is not forth- 
coming is the exjlanation. It was recog- 
nised that these legends, rituals and 
myths were the roads through many 
layers of consciousness to the area of the 
mind where the soul can exist in its 
totality, These and their surrounding 
disciplines and teachings became what the 
West describes as the Mysteries. The 
Mysteries are, in essence, means by which 
man may perceive his own inherent 
divinity, 

During the persecution the adherents 
of the Mystery system went und creround 
amd joines fs with the reinal 
beliefs of the wos, and sot ¢ purt 
of traditional Witchcraft, ‘Centuries 
passed and the meaning bemnd much 
ritual was forgotten, rf relega to a 
superstitious observance to ewinental 


Nature. Much of the old ritual that has 
survived became ossified and repeated by 
rote, rather than by understanding. Con- 
sequently it has become static and remote 
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from its original purpose, which was to 
enlighten the follower spiritually. In 
what generally passes as Witchicralt 
today there is as much illusion and un- 
resolved desire as there is in the outside 
world. In the closed circles of some 
covens there is greater bigoury and dogma 
than there is in many sections of the 
moribund Christian church, Many 
witches appear to haye turned their tacks 
upon the reality of the outside world and 
have been content to follow, parrot- 
fashion, rituals and beliefs that they 
know have little or no relationship wiih 
the uventieth century and its meods, 
There has been no cause for a fertility 
religion in Europe since the advent of the 
coultershare plough in the thirteenth 
cenuary, the discovery of haymakins, 
selective breeding of animals, ete. ~“o 
claim, as some witeis do, that there 4s 
a greater need in the werld for lertlity 


of mind than before t# wundersicunt 
general foc, noc Western burene 
moc lly and secioliv has adynncedt 


withuut the Old Cite anc ire atrondons 
superstitions than it ever did with them, 
The value of the Old Craft today ts 
that in it lie the seeds of the Old Mystery 
tradition. Through this tc witch may 
perceive the beginnings of that uitumate 
in wisdom. knowledre of themselves and 
of their motives. The genuine Mysteries 
are open to all, because anyoue having 
exnerience enough can understand that 
basic Message. To close the anno 
minc in order to provect it from outsice 
circumstances that are hostile, is nou a 
way to discover that within oneself which 
is inest profound, but a return to @ 
claustrophobic mother who will even- 
tually smother the child. If, as is 
claimed, the Gods are kind and “Ticy 
are all things, then why does the twen- 
ticth century witch run so rapidiy away 
from them in the practice of the “ age 
old Craft"? In fossilised superstitious 
tradition there are profound scercts 
hidden, secrets folded within the rmiost 
mediocre belief and action. These great 
secrets, secrets of the scul and of destiny, 
are only apparent in the open lial, not 
in the illusionary world of Ye Olde 
English Wiecen.. If the witches are to 
survive then the reh ust undersea 
‘come violent and cals chanees. 
Changes that will epen the ritual sor 
amination, so that the spirivual content 
ay be clearly seen. Changes that must 
kick over many sacred cows to sce 
whether these old cows still give milk. 


The inherent philosophy of the Craft 
was always fluid, and fluid it must 
become again before it gasps its last 
breath under a heap of musty nonsense, 
half-baked theology and philosophy. 
Witches cannot retreat from the world 
any longer, there is no room for us in 
this society unless we have something 
valid to offer it, and participate in its 
social evolution. 





